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There is hardly another form of urban development that has received so much public attention since
the late 1990s as privately organised, and secured housing developments. For the antagonist, private
communities are icons of post-consensus, fragmenting civic society, enclosing and excluding by
contractual constitution and sometimes by walls and gates. For others they are simply an efficient way
of organizing urban life.

Private Cities brings together an international team of authors in an attempt to construct an interdisci-
plinary dialogue on the global spread of private communities based upon empirical evidence. Case
studies from the US, Latin America, the Middle East, Europe and China are used to explore local and
global explanations of the phenomenon. The contributions show that private neighbourhoods are a
highly significant feature of post-modern urbanism. They are a global phenomenon; they signify a dis-
tinct shift in the way cities are organised; they create micro-territories with their own local constitu-
tions; they break down traditional social geographies and create new ones; they provide an alternative
model for financing civic goods; they do for home buyers what the package-tour industry has done
for individual holiday buyers; they alter patterns of urban insecurities; and they create new micro-soci-
eties.

In compiling a range of commentaries from writers taking contrasting perspectives Private Cities
challenges readers to reflect on the differences in approach and reasoning.

Contents: 1. Global and Local Perspectives on the Rise of Private Neighbourhoods Georg Glasze,
Chris Webster, Klaus Frantz 2. The Dynamics of Privatopia: Private residential governance in the
USA Evan McKenzie 3. The Economic Case for Private Residential Government Fred Foldvary 4.
Unlocking the Gated Community: Moral minimalism and social (dis)order in gated communities in
the United States and Mexico Setha Low 5. Private Gated Neighbourhoods: A progressive trend in
US-Urban development Klaus Frantz 6. Walling in the City: Gated communities as predators of
public resources Renaud le Goix 7. Condominios Fechados and Barrios Privados: The rise of private
residential neighbourhoods in the South-America Michael Borsdorf & Michael Janoschka 8.Gated
Communities in South-Africa Ulrich Jiirgens, Kiel & Karina Landmann 9. The Spread of Private
Guarded Neighborhoods in Lebanon and the Significance of a Historically and Geographically
Specific Governmentality Georg Glasze 10. The Purple Jade Villas (Beijing): A golden ghetto in red
China Guilaume Giroir 11. China’s Modern Gated Cities Chris Webster, Fulong Wu & Yanjing Zhao
12. The Rise of Gated Residential Neighbourhoods in Portugal and Spain Rainer Wehrhahn & Rita
Raposo 13. The Rise of Private Residential Neighbourhoods in England and New Zealand Sarah
Blandy, David Parsons, Jenny Dixon & Ann Dupuis 14. More Gates, Less Community? Guarded
housing in Russia Sebastian Lentz Conclusion: Dynamic urban order and the rise of residential
clubs Chris Webster & Georg Glasze
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